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THE  RESOURCES  OF  THE  GASP6  PENINSULA 


AND 


THE    MATANE    AND    QA.SPE    RAILWAY 


HK  MATANK  AND  (JASPE  RAILWAY  project 
IS  a  |)ro{)()sition  to  furnish  railway  coiiuiiunication 
to  the  picturcNiu,..  thickly  populatc.l  and  valuable 
territory  lyiiifr  aluiij;  the  north sliore of  the  CJasp^ 
peninsula,  from  Metis  to  (laspe,— with  as  many 
future  waterinji  places  as  their  are  villages —anil 
at  the  same  time  to  supply  a  short  route  to  the 
oeean  and  an  alI-the-year-roun<l  port  in  the  pro- 
vince of  (^u.'hec  for  both  the  Intercolonial  and  Crand  Trunk  Pacific 
Railways,  which  will  be  nearer  to  Liverpool  than  anv  other  ,,ort  on  the 
American  continent. 

These  objects  arc  to  be  accomplished  by  the  construction  of  a  line 
of  railway  from  a  junction  point  on  the  Intercolonial  railwav  at  or  near 
St.  Octave  de  M.tis,  to  (laspe  Rasin,  via  Matane,  and  als'o  westward 
from  the  junction  with  the  Intercolonial  Railway,  to  a  point  of  junction 
with  the  proposed  Transcontinental  railway  in  the  countv  of  Temis- 
couata. 

Outside  of  Rimouski,  to  which  the  company  has  the  right  of  exten- 
sion A\-..stwards,  its  road  will  reach  three  ocean  ports  of  immense  capacity 
two  of  which.  Mont  Louis  an.l  flrand  Greve  are  winter  as  well  as  summei^ 
ports,  while  Matane,  Ste.  Anne  des  Monts,  (Irande  \-allee  and  Gasp^  are 
open  during  the  greater  part  of  the  year. 

Cc'^fjarati)fe  distances 

The  shortness  of  the  route  to  P:urope  by  wav  of  the  pro{)o.se(l  Matane 
AND  Gaspe  Railway  and  the  port  of  Gaspe  ap{)ears  from  the  follow 
ing  comparative  tables  of  distances: 
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Quoljcc  to  Liv('r|.(.ol   (rin  IMU^  Jsl,.) 2  (KM) 

CJasp^  to  Ijv(M|)0(»|        "       <<       ..  '  '   "' 

In  favor  of  (jaspe 4.)7 
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-h  w'^'''  vf'''^^'  '""?^'  ^'■"'"  ^"'^'^^'  '^'""troal  an.l  all  ,>oints  west 
8how.s  a  difference  ,n  favor  of  Gasp^  over  Halifax,  of  169  n  il  wWeh 
acWed  to  the  ocean  difference  in  favor  of  Gasp^  of  200  n.iles  male  a 
total  saving  of  distance  in  favor  of  Gaspe,  of  375  mile 

And  If  the  winter  port  of  Grand  Greve  be  utilized  in  summer  instead 
of  Gasp^,  there  will  be  an  ad.litional  saving  of  20  miles 
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The  Water  Powfjr  at  Matane. 

(Jaspe,  as  is  well  known,  posscssc's  one  of  the  very  finest  harbors  in 
(he  world,  Ix'ing  twenty  miles  lonji  by  five  wide,  and  cai)able  of  affording 
shelter  to  the  eonibined  fleets  of  the  world  at  one  and  the  same  time. 

Still  another  imp<>rtant  jmint  in  {.tvor  of  the  Gaspe  ocean  route  is 
the  fact  that  the  cost  of  insurance  is  a  great  .leal  less  on  ocean  risks 
between  Europe  and  Gasp6  than  upon  the  same  risks  via  the  St. 
Lawrence. 

The  average  duration  of  the  ocean  voyage;  iK'lWeen  Liverpool  and 
New  York,  by  the  large  ocean  steamships  is  seven  days. 
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Tho  same  class  of  vessels,  at  the  same  speed  uld  take  seven  days 
between  Liveri)ool  and  Montreal,  six  days  ami  nine  hours  J^etween 
Liverpool  and  Quebec  anci  five  days  and  fourteen  hours  between  Liver- 
pool and  Halifax. 

Between  Liverpool  and  Gasp^,  however,  it  would  be  possible  to 
cover  the  distance  by  the  same  class  of  vessels,  emploving  the  same 
speed,  m  five  days  and  four  liours,  as  the  following  comparative  table 
shows  : 


New  York  to  Liverpool. .  3130   miles. 
Montreal  to  Liverpool...  2972*    " 

Quebec  to  Liverpool 2660*    " 

Halifax  to  Liverpool 25S0      " 

Gasp4  to  Liverpool 2233      " 


7  days. 
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tt 
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The  saving  of  two  days  on  each  return  trip  of  ocean  steamers  over 
the  Atlantic  means  much  when  it  is  taken  into  consideration  that  vessels 
of  ten  thou.sand  tons  consume  about  S2,500  a  day  in  expenses. 

The  port  of  Gasp6  itself,  known  as  Gaspe  Basin,  at  the  head  of  the 
bay  of  that  name,  is  open  from  the  end  of  April  till  the  15th  of  January, 
but  the  port  of  Grande  Greve,  just  opposite  the  mouth  of  the  bay  is 
open  the  whole  year  round. 

^mpmal  Jignificance  of  the  Project 

The  shortness  of  this  route  between  Europe  and  the  West'  gives  it 
a  great  imperial  significance,  since  it  establishes  it  at  once  as  the  "military 
route  par  excellence,  between  Great  Britain  and  the  Pacific.  Troops 
landed  at  any  s(>ason  jf  the  year  at  one  of  th(>  ports  of  the  ^1.\tane  and 

'  JiHwcei.  Montreal  and  Liverpool  there  are  589  miles  of  River  NaviKation  nd 
between  Quebec  and  Liverpool  411  miles,  the  .peed  of  steamship.s  in  the  St  Lawrence 
beirg  calculated  at  15  miles  pt-r  lour  and  on  the  ocean  at  18  miles  per  hour 
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Different  Phases  of  Present  Fishing  Industry 


their  way  to  the  coast 
quirkor  than  hy  any 
other  eastern  road  : 
and  this  will  he  found, 
— l)y  a  referenr(»  to  the 
tahle  of  roniparative 
distances.  an<l  l)y  a 
glance  at  the  i;iap, — 
to  Im-  e(juiilly  true.  n(j 
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matter  whether  the  troops  Ix*  turned  over  to  the  Intercolonial  Railway 
at  Ste.  Flavie  Junction,  to  the  Grand  Trunk  Pacific  at  Temiscouata 
Junction,  or  to  the  C.P.R.  at  Quebec,  Montreal  or  Winnii)eg. 

The  new  extension  whiili  the  Quebec  Central  Railway  now  contem- 
plates constructing  to  connect  with  the  Temiscouata  Railway,  which  is 
to  be  crossed,  south  of  Lake  Temiscouata,  by  the  Matane  and  Gaspe 
RAiLWAY,will  not  only  give  the  Quebec  Central  a  winter  Canadian  sea- 
port, but  will  furnish  the  Matank  and  Gasi'k  Railway  a  short  rail 
route  to  the  United  States. 

The  first  section  of  the  proposed  railway  will  be  constructed  from 
a  point  at  or  near  St.  Octave  de  Metis  to  Matane,  a  distance  of  31  miles 
or  thereabouts.  It  will  run  through  a  well  settled  country,  containing 
five  parishes  and  the  entire  line  is  destined  to  serve  a  population  of 
over  39,000  people.  Instead  of  having  to  open  up  a  new  country,  it  is 
destined  to  cater  to  a  large  business  already  awaiting  it,  and  to  pros- 
perous communities  that  are  only  awaiting  railway  communication  with 
the  outside  world  to  increase  their  prosperity.  The  agricultural,  lum- 
bering and  fishing  operations  of  this  section  of  country  have  been  very 
much  handicapped  in  consequence  of  a  lack  of  direct  transportation  to 
markets,  and  with  the  building  of  the  new  railway  will  of  course  be  given 
the  opportunity  for  material  development. 

The  country  possesses  a  splendid  soil,  generally  covered  with  spruce 
cedar,  black  and  white  birch,  maple,  balsam,  fir,  etc.  Speaking  of  the 
townships  McNider  and  Matane,  which  are  crossed  by  the  section  of  the 
Une  now  described,  the  official  publication  of  the  provincial  government 
known  as  "The  Settler's  Guide,"  says:-"  The  soil  is  excellent,  the 
country  well  wooded  and  well  watered,  with  good  miU  sites,  and  wheat 
oats  and  hay  are  successfully  grown."  ' 

The  chief  settlements  along  this  31  mile  section  of  road  are  Ste 
Flavip,  Grand  Metis,  Little  Metis,  Sandy  Bay,  Riviere  Blanche  or  Tes- 
sierville  and  Matane. 
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Driving  Sheep  to  Market— /andy  Bay 


LiTTLK    MkTIS    is 

already,  and  for  some 
titno  has  [jcon  a  most 
popular  suiunier  re- 
sort.    At  the  point 
upon   the   shore   of 
the  St.  Lawrence 
where  the  village  is 
situated,  the  estuary 
begins  ts,  so  widen  out 
that    .    e  opposite 
shore  is  a  faint  line  in 
the  distance  and  nuieh 
of  the  horizon  is  as 
level  as  upo„  ,l,o  area,,.    Thv  iH.arh  is  al,.,u(   four  ,uil,.s  |„„s   |,ar.l 

to  the  visitor,  from  a  skiff  to  a  schooner. 

Mataxk  is  even  a  more  JK-autiful  nsort  still  and  d(>stined  to 
become  one  of  the  most  fashionable  o,  (^anadian  watching  places  as 
soon  as  it  has  railway  communication. 

Opposite  Matane  the  St.  Lawrence  is  from  30  to  40  miles  wide  and 
pleasure  yachts  or  schooners  may  Ix-  obtained  for  cruises  to  the  nor t 
shore  or  to  any  other  part  of  the  river  or  gulf  that  mav  l)e  .lesired 

The  Matane  river  like  the  Metis  contains  numbers  of  both  salmon 
and  trout.     As  early  as  1688  the  fi.shing  industry  was  prosecuted  in Z 

S  ^i:' ''"' '' '"''-'  ^'^- '-'  -  -^--  ^^-•- 

The  country  in  rear  of  the  parishes  already  descrilx^d  is  equallv  rich 
in  part,  in  agricultural  lands,  while  the  sides  of  the  pictures„uc!  mountain 
ranges  are  clothed  with  valuable  timb...     Pulp  woo.l  is  al  o  abun.lln 


THE  RESOURCES  OF  THE  GASPE  PENINSULA 


and  so  are  the  water  powers  requii-d  for  its  manufacture  into  pulp. 
The  approaching  construction  of  a  railway  through  the  territory  will  of 
course  facilitate  the  shipment  of  manufactured  produce. 

j7ssets  of  Company 

The  right  of  way  for  the  first  section  of  the  railway  has  been  almost 
all  contracted  for  and  construction  is  to  be  entered  upon  at  once. 

The  plans,  profiles  and  (juantities  of  these  30  miles  of  road  are  now 
complete,  as  well  as  the  location  of  the  line.    The  work  upon  this  section 
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THE  MATANE  AND  GASPE  RAILWAY 

is  comparatively  light  and  easy  of  access,  since  it  follows  the  highway 
known  as  the  Maritime  road  for  its  full  length,  almost  upon  the  level  of 
the  seashore,  and  posses.ses  the  advantage  of  wharves,  etc.,  at  a  number 
of  pomts  between  the  termini. 

By  starting  work  upon  the  section  at  four  different  points  it  is  hoped 
to  complete  the  whole  30  miles  in  a  few  months. 

The  earnings  of  the  road  will  naturally  be  large  from  its  very 
opemng.  Tlus  follows,  necessarily,  from  the  fact  that  it  will  serve  a 
well  populated  section  of  the  country,  and  every  mile  of  Une  opened  up 
wdl  furmsh  traffic,  the  country  being  totally  settled  throughout  the 
whole  projected  line. 

While  any  figures  that  might  be  submitted  as  an  appro.ximato  state- 
ment of  earmngs  and  operating  expenses  might  be  considered  largelv 
conjectural,  the  following  memorandum  is  based  on  the  population  peV 
mile  of  the  district  to  be  served,  in  comparison  with  that  of  the  (Quebec 
and  Lake  St.  John  Railway,  wliich  traverses,  for  one  half  of  its  length 
a  mountainous  and  unsettled  district,  and  has  opened  up  and  developed 
at  Its  northern  terminus,  a  vast  agricultural  area  around  Lake  St.  John.' 

Sstimate  of  Jrajjic 

(Baaed  on  per  capita  proportion  of  population  per  mite  to  Quebec  and 
Lake  St.  John  Railway) 

Passenger  Earnings §  ;^.>  (,,^4  ,„) 

ll'f'^     ;;    s9;24i(M) 

},  "        2,068  00 

^-^P'"^^^  "        3,0fH)00 

$127,893  60 
Less  50  per  cent,  for  ojicrating  exjienscs.       63,946  80 

Approximate  net  proceeds $63  946  80 
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The  ufincultuial  and  fislicry  ivm.uic.s  of  this  .listrict  whidi  liavo 
•lit'"''-!"  ivinaincl  .l..nMnnt.  owinjr  to  tlirir  isolation  In,,,,  markets 
iM-cau.s-  (.t  lacl<  of  trausportatioi,  fnciliti.  s.  will  ccrtaiiilv  revive  iiinne- 
(linnly  upoi,  ll„-  eo.istruelion  of  the  railwav,  and  a  la.-..  voluMie  of 
luinher  traflie  will  aecrue  to  ||„.  li,,,..  i„  a.l.litio,,  to  tlie  vcrv  cousidcrahle 


Village  of  Sandy  Bay,  on  First  Section  of  M.  and  0.  R.  R. 

suinisK  r  passenjier  traffic  eoniin«i  as  far  as  Little  Metis  over  the  Iiitc-r- 
eoloiiial  Railway,  inueh  of  which  will  Ik-  carried  l,y  the  n.  w  lin(>  to 
-Matane  and  other  summer  resorts  that  will  immediately  sprinjr  into 
existence  at  the  various  i)eaiity  spots  alonjr  the  shore  of  the  (iulf.'^ 

While  freifiht  traliic  will  1,(.  handled  i,y  st<>ain  locomotives,  passen- 
jiers  will  enjoy  the  luxuiy  of  cl<M'tric  trains,  th.>  system  of  operation 
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being  that  known  as  the  Independent  Unit  system  of  cars,  which  has 
been  proven  so  successful  in  recent  long  distance  demonstrations  in  the 
Umted  States.  There  will  be  little  or  no  snow  problem  to  deal  with  in 
the  operation  of  the  railway  because  c.f  the  fact  that  the  prevailing  winds 
drift  the  snow  inland. 

Jhe  fresh  fish  industry 

A  very  important  fast  freight  business  is  sure  to  be  done  by  the 
railway  in  fresh  fish  destined  for  the  markets  of  Quebec,  Montreal  and 
other  western  Canadian  points. 

At  present,  the  fresh  fish  used  in  these  cities  comes  from  American 
sources,  chiefly  from  Portland  and  Boston,  which  have  such  close  con- 
nection with  Quebec  and  Montreal.  Yet  the  finest  fresh  fish  in  the 
world  are  taken  in  the  cold  northern  waters  of  Canada  off  the  coast  of 
Gasp6  and  in  the  Gulf  of  St.  Lawrence.  The  lack  of  railway  commu- 
nication proliibits  their  shipment  west  in  a  fresh  state  however. 

Refrigerator  cars  will  be  provided  for  this  traffic,  and  the  fresh  fish 
of  Gaspd,  instead  of  being  salted  or  dried  for  export,  will  command  a 
far  better  price  by  being  placed  on  the  market  in  prime  fresh  con- 
dition. 

By  the  amendments  to  its  Act  of  Incorporation,  (2  Edward  VII 
chapter  60),  contained  in  the  Statutes  of  th-  'ast  session  of  the  Legis- 
lature, the  company  was  given  power  to  operate  lines  of  steamers  bet- 
ween Quebec,  Montreal,  the  north  shore  and  various  points  on  its  main 
hne  of  railway  as  may  be  deemed  expedient.    These  ships  are  also  to 
be  furmshed  with  cold  rooms  for  the  transport  of  fresh  fish,  and  pending 
the  construction  of  the  road  to  the  eastern  part  of  the  Gasp6  peninsula 
fresh  fish  will  be  brought  to  the  cars  from  the  fishing  grounds.    The 
same  traffic  will  also  be  initiated  upon  the  north  shore  of  the  Gulf,  the 
company's  steamers  crossing  there  for  fresh  fish  and  connecting  ^th 
their  trains  on  the  south  shore. 
U 
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By  ite  Act  of  1906  the  Company  lm^•p  also  \^n  authorized  to  own 
hotels  and  fish.nR  and  hunting  reserves  as  m  attraction  for  tourists 
fishermen  and  sportsmen  who  may  u«.  its  railway.     In  order  to  be  able 
to  grasp  what  this  means  to  the  traffic  of  the  railway  it  is  only  necessary 
to  call  to  mind  the  enormous  attractions  which  the  Gasp,:,  peninsula 


Herring  Trap  at  Little  Metis 

offers  to  sportsmen  and  tourists  and  the  annual  increase  in  the  number 
of  those  mdulging  m  the  pastimes  of  fishing  and  hunting. 


Jourist  Jraffic 


l.J^f  ^"^^""^-'^W^  proportion  of  the  revenue  of  the  Quebec  and 
Lake  8t.  John  Railway  comes  from  visiting  tourists  and  sportsmen  for 
in  the  country  traversed  by  that  line,  there  are  miles  after  mile's  of 
territory  which  hardly  furnish  no  other  return  to  the  railway  And 
the  same  conchtion  of  affairs  exists  in  a  large  part  of  the  State  of  Maine 
m  which  railways  have  been  constructed. 


IS 
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Bird's-Eye  View  of  Matane  Village  and  Port, 


The  Hon.  H.  V.  Cliadlxmrnc,  one  of  tlic  Hailwuv  Conmiissioiicrs  of 
tlic  state  of  Maine,  is  autliority  for  the  statement  that  '  ;he  tourist  an<l 
sj)orting  business  has  fjrown  until  it  has  lucoirie  a  very  iarjie  factor  in 
the  revenues  of  our  railroads.— not   only  from   the  transportation  of 

passenjjiers,  Init  from  the  more  protitahh"  transportation  of  freijrht 

Every  person  who  eomes  into  the  .State  not  only  brink's  passenjier  traflie 
to  the  railroad,  hut  also  ineidentally,  and  in  larjie  .Icfri*,.  hiinfrs  freifjht ; 
supplies  have  to  he  brought  in.  or  the  materials  for  ereetion  of  eamps 
have  t(.  be  earrieil.  and  it  is  no  small  item  in  the  frei-lit  transportation 
of  the  State It  is  a  very  proHtable  trafiic  for  the  railroads." 

Hon.  ('has.  K.  Oak,  ex-Fish  and  (lame  ('ommi.<.<ioner  of  the  State  of 
Maine,  ('stimates  that  Maine's  summer  visitors  and  non-resident  sports- 
men exjx'nd  thirt<c:i  millions  of  dollars  annually  in  the  State,  and  actual 
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Port,  en  the  line  of  the  Matane  and  Oaspe  Railway 


cmuit  sIi')\V(mI  that  in  l!KL',  over  i;«,()(M)  iioii-ivsi.lciits  wciil  info  tiiat 
.State  cither  to  fisli.  to  spend  a  vaeation  or  to  hunt.  The  <-\|.eii.litui«' 
of  the  sum  mentioned  means  of  eouise,  not  only  a  very  hirjre  revenue 
for  tiie  railways  ninnin^  into  the  <listriets  fre(|uent<'d  by  the  sportsmen. 
and  eominft  directly  from  the  pockets  (if  the  visitors.  I.uf  jjso  the  circu- 
lation of  millions  of  dollars  amonji  the  ix'ople  liviiifi  in  the  State,  and 
thus  providing:  them  with  the  means  of  cmployinfr  t|,„s(>  husiness  umi 
industrial  activities  v  hich  in  turn  mean  travel  and  freifihf  to  the  railways. 
The  demand  for  more  and  newer  n  sorts  by  tlie  m  a  imist  constantly 
increase,  and  none  will  be  more  po|)ular  than  tli(.se  destined  to 
spriiifr  into  existe-,ee  aloiifj  the  new  railway  that  will  .-^kirt  the  entire 
northerly  and  easterly  coasts  of  the  CuspO  penin.sula.  The  scenery  is 
everywhere  su;,erb.   the   beaches  for  the   most    part    lon<r  and   sandy, 

j: 
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affonlmK  th.  Invst  of  l.uthing;  iH.atinR  h.,.1  yachtin^^  are  m-.TywluT..  to 
ix;  ha.  ,  an.l  there  an-  opp(,rtuniti..s  for  the  fhir-st  of  sea-fishiric  that  it  Ih 
F>o.ss.b|e  to  unaRine.  The  waters  that  lave  the  .hor..  of  the  Cmm6 
I^TunmUa  are  so  m.l.-ly  not,..l  for  their  fisheries  that  this  et.tire  country 
has  lH.en  calle.l  "  the  Kinplo.u  of  Cod."  Mackerel  fishinR  is  also  excel- 
••nt  in  Its  .s..ason.  an.l  even  more  .naK..ifie..nt  sport  is  offere.I  bv  halibut 
fi.slnnjr.  os,..oially  when,  as  sorneti.n.-s  hap,«.ns,  a  fish  of  twu'hun.lr,..! 
poun.is  weight  has  to  Ix;  counte.l  with  at  the  en.l  of  the  line 

Sph'n.li.l  o,,portunities  are  also  ofT.-re.l  h.-re  for  the  tuna  fishing 
which  annually  attracts  so  many  anglers  t..  Pacific  waters. 

Jporting  ylltractions 

The  inland  waters  of  Gasp6  p<.niiisula  contain  the  gran.lest  fresh 
water  sporting  fishes,  not  only  of  America,  but  also  of  th(.  .-ntire  worl.l. 
The  Mag.lak.n.  the  Ste.  Anne.les  Monts,  the  York,  the  Dartmouth  and 
other  (,asp6  rivers  that  might  be  mentioned  have  vlel.le.l  some  of  the 
larg,.st  salmon  ever  taken  by  ro.l  an.l  line.    Some  of  these  rivers  are  80 
maccossible  at  present,  that  those  fre.juenting  them  hnve  „o  other  choice 
than  to  tab.  sailing  boats  or  yachts  for  the  trip,  or  t..  charter  a  special 
s  earner     The  trout  fishing,  not  only  in  many  of  the  small  rivers,  but 
also  m  the  thousands  of  inlan.l  lakes,  is  ,i„,,,|v  magnificent,  while  the 
shoals  of  sea  trout  that  run  up  th,.  ..r.-rs  to  spawn,  an.l  fight  an.l  leap 
like  salmon,  are  destined  to  attract  thou.san.ls  of  sportsmen  to  this 
angling  paradi.se  as  soon  as  proi)er  means  of  communication  are  afforded 
In  the  forests  of  Gasp^,  moose,  caribou  an.l  re.l  deer  are  found  in 
great  abundance  in  all  parts  of  the  country,  and  the  trapper  will  be  at 
no  loss  to  hn.l  the  haunts  of  numerous  fur-l)earing  animals 

The  abun.lance  of  both  fish  and  game  in  the  C}asp6  country  is  not 
only  far  ahead  of  that  offered  to  sportsmen  in  the  State  of  Maine,  but  is 
certain  of  efficient  protection,  as  well  because  of  the  special  legislation 
of  the  present  Minister  of  Colonization,  Mines  and  Fisheries  of  the 
.a 
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Shipping  at  one  of  the  Matane  Wharves 

Province  of  Quebec,  the  Hon.  Jean  Pr6vost,  an.l  of  his  strict  onforcouiont 
of  the  same,  as  on  account  of  the  recent  sotting  apart  by  the  provincial 
Government,  of  the  whole  central  part  of  the  peninsula,  as  a  national 
park  and  huge  fish  and  game  preserve.  This  park  contains  an  area  of 
about  2,500  square  miles,  or  say  1,500,000  acres,  more  or  less. 

It  includes  the  entire  area  covered  by  the  Sliick-Shock  mountains 
which  are  the  backbone  of  the  Gasp^  peninsula  and  the  source  of  every 
important  river  of  this  part  of  the  country,  whether  flowing  into  the 
Gulf  of  St.  Lawrence  or  the  Bale  des  Chaleurs. 
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(;c()rg(>  Waldo  Hrowne,  author  of  a  luagniHccnt  work  on  tJie  St 
Lawrence,  dc'serilMng  the  coast  upon  which  the  new  line  is  to  l,,.  Ivult, 
says:-"  The  srvnery  of  this  niapnificent  shore  has  not  y(>t  l)een  appre- 
ciated save  an  occasional  artist  who  has  reached  the  ancient  hamlet 
of  St(>.  Aim,.  u<.s  Monts  and  Cai)e  (Jaspe.  It  has  its  own  peculiar  attrac- 
tions, however,  and  th(-  day  cannot  he  far  distant  when  the  tide  of 
tourists  will  find  them,  and  the  (|uiet  simplicitv  of  the  humble  fisher  and 
farmer-folk  will  he  swalh.wed  up  in  th(.  tr  in  of  modern  fashion  and 
revi^lry." 

Jecond  Section  of  the  Jtailway 

The  second  section  of  the  railway  to  he  constructed  is  that  from 
Matane  to  Ste.  Anne  ,|(.s  Monts,  a  distance  of  sixtv  miles.  Like  the  line 
of  the  first  secticm.  this  portion  of  the  road  will  ,,ass  within  a  distance 
onanaverage.ofaciuarterofa  mile  to  a  mile  from  the  shore,  and  being 
located,  a.  a  rule,  upon  a  regular  plateau,  its  construction  will  Ix'  un- 
usually Hght. 

From  Ste.  Anne  des  Monts  to  (Ja.spe  there  will  be  127  miles  to  be 
constructed.  This  will  be  placed  uiuler  contract  all  at  once,  instead  of 
in  sections.  Here  will  be  met  the  only  difficulties  in  the  work,  rather 
lu'avy  grades  having  to  be  encountei  d  for  portions  of  the  3S  miles 
intervening  between  Ste.  Anne  des  Monts  an.l  Mont  Louis,  though  none 
of  them  so  heavv  as  some  of  those  met  with  on  the  lines  of  many  of 
the  Canadian  railways. 

The  westerly  extension  of  the  lin<.  to  Temiscouata  Junction  will  be 
constructed  as  soon  as  the  Tran.scontinental  Railway  reaches  that  point 
in  order  that  the  Mat.vnk  and  (Jaspk  Railway  mav  be  at  once  in  a  posi- 
tion to  take  from  the  (Jrand-Trunk-Pacific  at  this  point  the  western  grain 
aiKl  other  through  fieight  that  may  be  s,>eking  the  shortest  route  to 
iMiiope  just  as  soon  as  it  comnuMices  to  carry  the  freight  so  far  east 
An.l  should  it  suit  the  company  to  <lo  so,  it  has  the  right,  accor.ling  to 
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a  siMTial  clause  in  the  (lovcnnnicnt  contract  with  the  (Jrand  Trunk 
Pacific  Railway,  to  run  its  own  trains  through  from  Winnipeg  over  the 


line  of  that  railwav 


Jownships  to  be  Jrai^ersed  by  the  Railway 


The  official  handbook  of  the  Provincial  (Jovernnient,  |)re|)are.l  for 
the  guidance  of  setth-rs,  furnishes  the  following  reports  from  recent 
surveys,  of  the  .lifferent  townships  to  he  traversed  by  the  railway,  and 
of  those  adjacent  to  .heiii: 

Tesmr  township,  immediately  in  rear  of  Matane,  an<l  watenul  by 
the  Matane  river  and  its  tributaries :-S..il  of  superior  .,ualitv  and 
[Uateaux  richly  wooded  with  black  birch,  maple.  (>tc.  Vny  well  "suited 
everywhen>  for  cultivation. 

^7.  />>cni,s'.— Land  generally  level.  Soil  very  good  aii.I  veg(>tation 
very  vigorous. 

Cherhoury:~^ui\  very  fertile  and  otTers  gn>at  advantages  to  settlers 
There  are  .some  hills  of  varying  height,  but  all  are  fit  for  cultivation. 
Watered  by  many  rivers  with  fine  water-pow(Ts. 

Dalibairc-Soi]  very  well  .suited  for  cultivation  of  wheat,  jx-as. 
barley,  oats,  potatoes  and  hay,  also  vegetables.  White  birch  is  found 
in  great  (juantities  and  (>asily  worked. 

Rom ieu. -Thv  .soil  is  excellent  and  well  watered  but  mountainous 
m  rear.     The  timber  is  white  birch,  cedar,  .spruce,  balsam.  Hr,  etc. 

Cap  rV^n/.-Soil  of  sup(>rior  (luality,  very  well  adapted  for  growing 
all  kinds  of  grain,  and  rich  in  Hue  mixed  timber,  chieHv  white  birch 
spruce,  cedar  and  black  birch.  The  attractive  character  of  the  fi.shing 
in  the  lakes  is  specially  noted  i)y  the  .surveyors'  reports.  In  thi.s  towu- 
shij)  as  .shown  on  the  accompanying  map.  is  located  the  land  grant  of 
the  company  for  the  first  .section  oi  the  railway  about  to  be  place<l  under 
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construction,  a  report  of  which  has  been  made  by  the  company's 
engineer. 

The  above  are  all  the  townships  through  which  the  second  section 
of  the  railway  will  run.  It  reaches  to  the  boundary  of  Cap  Chat  and 
Tourelle,  at  Ste.  Anne  des  Monts,  where  the  remaining  section  of  the 
road  commences.  The  other  townships  to  be  traversed  by  the  easterly 
extension  of  the  line  are  Tourelle,  Christie,  Duchesnay,  Mont  Louis, 
Taschereau,  Magdalen,  Grandville  des  Monts,  Chloridorme,  Sydenham, 
Fox,  Cap  Rosier  and  Gasp6.  Some  of  those  are  more  or  less  mountainous 
and  contain  rich  mineral  deposits,  which  will  be  referred  to  later.  In 
many  instances,  as  in  parts  of  Christie,  for  instance,  the  surveyors 
report  that  "  the  soil  is  generally  good,  even  on  the  top  of  the  mountains, 
where  there  are  fairly  large  plateaux,  comparatively  easy  of  access.  Be- 
sides balsam,  fir,  spruce  and  white  birch,  there  is  also  plenty  of  ash  and 
rather  extensive  maple  groves  on  the  slopes  of  the  mountains." 

There  is  no  doubt  that  the  new  railway  will  largely  contribute  to 
the  development  of  all  the  natural  resources  of  the  Gaspe  peninsula, 
petroleum  as  well  as  timber,  fisheries  as  well  as  minerals,  agriculture  as 
well  as  pulpwood. 

yl  Clergyman's  Jestimony 

The  Rev.  L.  T.  Landry,  aire  of  Cap  des  Rosiers,  whites  that  the 
construction  of  such  a  road  will  mean  the  opening  of  a  new  era  of  progress, 
not  only  for  the  district  of  Gasp6  but  for  the  whole  Province  of  Quebec. 
"  A  new  impetus,"  he  says,  "  would  be  given  to  agriculture,  which  in 
the  past  has  been  so  much  neglecteil.  There  is  also  a  considerable 
quantity  of  wood  from  wiiich  much  profit  Avill  be  made.  The  fishing 
industry  will  also  benefit  very  largely,  because  of  the  open  door  which 
will  bo  given  to  the  products  of  the  fishermen's  toil.  As  it  is  to-day 
there  is  a  considerable  loss  because  of  the  quantities  of  fish  which  are 
often  left  on  the  hands  of  the  local  merchant  all  winter  for  Avant  of  means 
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Loading  a  Norwegian  Barque  off  the  Gaspe  Coast 


to  get  them  to  market  before  the  closing  up  in  the  autumn  of  all  the 
existing  means  of  communication.  These  enormous  losses  fall,  neces- 
sarily, to  some  extent,  upon  the  fishermen,  as  well  as  upon  the  merchant." 
From  all  parts  of  the  county  come  similar  testimony,  and  a  general 
desire  to  aid  as  far  as  possible,  the  promoters  of  the  enterprise  Avhich  is 
certain  to  effect  so  great  a  revolution  in  the  conditions  of  both  the 
country  and  of  its  j)eople. 

Both  the  climate  and  the  soil  are  admirably  suited  for  the  successful 
prosecution  of  agriculture,  but  the  difficulty  of  comnmnication  has  dis- 
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couraged  many  of  the  people  from  uttomptiiiK  to  raise  more  produce 
than  they  can  consume  or  dispose  of  in  tiioir  immediate  locality,  because 
of  the  difhculty  of  gc-ttiiif!;  it  to  market. 

Rich  Jtlineral  deposits 

TIk'  lack  of  proper  comiiumication  has  also  prevented  the  develop- 
ment of  the  valuable  mineral  (1(  |)()sits  of  this  section  of  the  country. 
As  early  as  1SS2,  Mr.  Illls.of  the  Dominion  (leolojrical  Survey  of  Canada, 
spoke  of  the  difficulties  which  stood  in  th(>  way  of  a  proper  exploration 
of  the  ref^ion  in  ([uestion.  Referring;  to  the  existence  of  serpen  tine  and 
ehniiiie  iron  in  the  refjion  of  th(>  Shick-Shock  mountains,  he  remarked 
thai  it  was  not  unreasonable  to  predict  that  in  the  unexplored  parts  of 
the  (laspe  peninsula.  .«uch  minerals  as  usually  accomjjany  tho.se  men- 
tioiK'd  would  be  discovered,  namely  aheMos,  copper,  lend,  antimoni/  and 
iron,  and  even  (/old  and  silver. 

Prof(>ssor  Sterry  Hunt  expres.sed  similar  views,  and  the  j^redictions 
of  the  men  of  science  have  been  fully  realized. 

Petroleum  was  known  to  bo  in  existence  fully  thirty  years  ago  in 
Oaspe,  and  sub.secnient  ("xplorations  have  established  that  it  exists  in 
several  localities  along  the  borders  of  the  rivers  Dartmouth,  York,  St. 
Jean  and  .Mall)aie.  The  oil  is  found  saturating  both  the  limestone  and 
the  sandstone  deposits  along  the  shores  of  these  rivers.  Oil  is  also  found 
at  the  source  of  Silver  lirook.  one  of  th(>  tributaries  of  the  York,  and  in 
many  other  localities,  including  Sandy  Beach  and  Haldimand,  as  well 
as  a  locality  about  a  mile  west  from  the  village  of  Douglastown  and  on 
the  Ixmlers  of  a  brook  which  discharges  into  St.  (Jeorge's  Bay. 

Copper  has  been  found  in  the  vicinity  of  Mount  Serpentine,  near 
(Jaspe  Bay,  and  also  at  Port  Daniel, while  at  Matane  an  important  mine 
of  the  mineral  is  in  course  of  development,  over  $4(),()()()  having  been 
already  expended  on  the  work. 
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Summer  Hotel  and  Residences  at  Little  Metis 


Lead,  or  rather  galena  is  found  in  considerable  quantities  in  veins 
crossing  the  limestone  of  Gasp^,  at  Cape  Gasp6  and  Indian  Bav  At 
Little  Gaspe  Bay  the  vein  is  eighteen  inches  thick.  Here,  twenty  tons 
of  mineral  have  given  twelve  tons  of  pure  lead.  Galerui  has  also  been 
found  m  several  other  localities  in  the  district. 

Chrmie  iron  exists  in  the  serpentines  of  Mount  Albert  on  the  bank 
of  the  Ste.  Anne  des  Monts  River,  and  has  been  found  extending  for  a 
distance  of  half  a  mile,  forming  an  immense  de^posit,  and  offering  a  vast 
neld  of  operations. 
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Asbestos  was  found  by  Sir  Williaai  Logan  in  the  vicinity  of  Mount 
Albert  at  the  extremity  of  the  Shick-Shock  mountains,  and  while  the 
deposit  itself  is  not  of  any  great  extent,  it  is  important  as  indicating  the 
probability  of  more  extensive  beds  being  found  when  a  more  careful 
examination  will  have  been  made. 

Serpentine  is  found  to  exist  so  largely  in  the  district,  that  it  is 
expected  that  large  quantifies  of  marble  of  superior  quality  will  be 
quarried. 

Ldmestone,  chalk,  and  a  stone  which  n^akes  a  capital  hydraulic 
cement  are  also  amongst  the  mineral  deposits  of  the  north  shore  of  the 
Gasp6  peninsula,  and  should  go  far  towards  furnishing  freight  for  the 
new  railway. 

Jhe  fishing  industry 

The  fisherits  of  the  waters  surrounding  the  Gasp6  peninsula  are 
the  most  important  of  the  entire  Province  of  Quebec.  The  Matane  and 
Gaspe  Railway  will  net  only  be  able  to  accommodate  a  large  proportion 
of  this  fish  business  with  direct  transportation,  but  by  means  of  its 
?*teamers  will  also  be  in  a  position  to  handle  the  whole  fishery  output  of 
what  is  kno\\7i  as  the  Gulf  division  of  Canada,  including  that  of  the 
North  Shore  of  the  St.  Lawrence  and  of  the  Magdalen  Islands.  What 
this  will  mean  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  the  fisheries  of  the  Gulf  or 
Gasp6  division  amount  in  value  to  about  tAVo  millions  of  dollars  annually. 
About  half  of  this  amount  represents  dried  codfish,  disnoseil  of  at  an 
average  of  $4.50  per  hundred  weight,  none  of  it  being  able  to  be  marketed 
fresh,  in  which  condition  it  would  have  commanded  a  much  higher  price, 
because  of  the  lack  of  transportation  facilities. 

There  are  engaged  in  this  fishery  3S  vessels  of  1,580  tons,  manned 
by  214  men,  6,490  boats  fished  by  11,214  men,  2S9,557  fathoms  of  gill 
net,  496  seines  of  23,825  fathoms,  181  trap  nets,  920  trawls,  25  weirs, 
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213  smelt  and 
seal   nets,  20,- 
36?  hancllincs, 
8.'J  lobster  can- 
ne  ries,  em- 
ploying  1,653 
hands,    86,210 
lobster  traps, 
140  freezers 
and  ice  houses, 
1,202  smoke 
and  fish  houses, 
250  piers 


and  wharves   and  11 
f- macks  and  tugs. 
For  more  than 
two  centuries  the 
rich  fisheries  of  Gaspd 
waters  have  been  an- 
nually prosecuted, and 


millions  of 
dollars     have 
been  made  out 
of  them.    The 
house   Charles 
Robin  &  Co.,  of 
Jersey,  realized 
several  mil- 
lions out  of  the 
businei^s.which 
placed  it  at  the 
head  of  all  the 
fishing   houses 


Steamar  at  a  Gaspe  Wharf 


/hipping  Fish  from  the  Port  of  Gaspe 
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of  Kuro|M>  and  America.  Other  important  firms  engaged  in  the  industry 
were  J.  LcBouthiUier  k  Co.  and  J.  and  E.  Collas. 

The  principal  fish  taken  here  are  the  cod,  the  herring,  the  mackerel 
and  the  salmon,  though  many  other  kinds  are  also  caught.  The  cod  is 
both  the  most  abundant  and  the  most  im])ortant.  TheGaspe  fishermen 
take  it  both  in  the  bays  and  off  the  points  along  the  shore  and  also  on 
the  (Irand  Hanks  some  twenty  to  thirty  miles  (Ustant  from  their  homes. 


Jeal  Jaunting 


An  important  industry  of  the  Gulf  Fishery  tiivision  is  seal  hunting. 
Some  fifty  schooners,  manned  by  7o()  men  are  annually  engaged  in  this 
operation.  The  centre  of  the  sealing  operations  by  the  Province  of 
Quebec  scalers  is  Pointe-aux-Esquimaux,  on  the  north  shore  of  the  gulf. 
It  is  not  unusual  for  the  crew  of  each  schooner  to  kill  from  twelve  to 
fifteen  hundred  seals  in  the  short  time  that  the  season  lasts.  The  hunt 
is  at  its  height  about  the  end  of  March,  and  the  average  value  of  each 
seal  taken  is  about  three  dollars.  The  principal  market  for  both  the 
skins  and  oil  is  Bristol,  England.  When  the  Matane  and  Gaspe  Railway 
is  in  operation  and  its  steamers  navigating  the  Gulf,  the  collection  of 
the  sealskins  and  oil  taken  there  will  be  a  comparatively  easy  matter, 
and  it  will  of  course  be  pos.='ible  to  convey  them  to  whatever  winter  port 
may  b:*  established  an^i  ship  them  without  delay  to  their  destination. 

It  is  impossible  of  course,  in  the  limits  of  a  brief  prospectus  to  deal 
with  every  feature  of  the  natural  productions  of  the  land  and  water  that 
are  io  furnish  freight  for  the  projected  railway. 

Enough  has  been  inilicated,  however,  to  convey  a  reasonable  idea 
of  the  enormous  traffic  that  awaits  the  construction  of  such  a  road. 
The  tremendous  development  of  these  natural  resources  which  must 
inevitably  follow  the  building  of  the  railway  must  be  patent  to  every- 
body. 

All  the  factors  that  contribute  to  the  economical  construction  of  a 
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The  Attractive  Beach  of  a  Oaspe  Fishing  Village 

railway  are  present  in  this  particular  ca.se.  The  location  is  by  no 
means  difficult,  labor  i.s  cheap  an.l  all  the  tinil.r  rec,uirecl  for  the  road 
can  be  had  almost  on  the  spot. 

Some  of  the  industries  Along  the  Route 

Apart  altogether  from  the  new  in.kKstries  which  will  be  developed 
by  the  construct.on  of  the  railway,  there  are  many  e.xisting  ones  relSy 
to  furnish  busmess  to  the  road  as  soon  as  it  is  in  o,K>ration 
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KiMorsKi,  180  niiU'8  from  (Jiiebtf,  contains  six  liotels,  s<'Vt'ral 
stoH's,  on»'  printing  office,  two  tcl('gra|)h  offices,  customs  of!icc  and  a 
fiarf)()r  in  w  hich  sliips  of  tlie  largest  tonnage  load  witli  timber  for  foreign 
ports. 

Stk.  Flavie,  9  miles  from  Rimouski,  has  two  grist  mills,  one  saw 
mill,  one  carding  mill,  a  telegraph  office,  two  hotels  and  thirteen  stores. 

Stk.  Luck,  10  miles  from  Rimouski,  has  two  grist  mills,  a  starch 
factory,  three  cheese  factories  and  five  stores, 

St.  0(tavk,  5  miles  from  Stc.  Flavie,  has  seven  stores,  three  mills, 
one  cheese  factory,  one  tannery  and  one  telegraph  office. 

Grand  Metis  has  a  grist  mill,  besides  a  number  of  stores,  etc.,  and 
Little  Metis  Station  and  Little  Metis  have  six  hotels  and  five  stores. 

Sanuy  IUy,  11  miles  from  Little  Metis,  has  four  stores  ,one  hotel, 
several  grist,  saw  anil  shingle  mills  and  f)utter  and  cheese  factories. 

RiviKHK  Blanchk,  12  miles  from  Sandy  Bay,  has  three  saw  mills, 
two  grist  mills,  and  other  mills  and  stores. 

Matani:,  9  miles  from  Riviere  Blanche,  contains  several  saw  and 
grist  mills,  sixteen  stores,  two  hotels,  and  one  sjjool-wood  factory, 

Ste.  Felicite,  9  miles  from  Matane,  has  ten  stores  and  a  grist  mill. 

Cap  Chat,  contains  several  mills  and  stores, 

Ste.  Anne  des  Monts,  9  miles  from  Cap  Chat,  has  three  saw  mills, 
two  grist  mills,  eight  stores,  a  butter  factory,  a  large  fishery  trade. 

Riviere  a  la  Mahte,  IS  miles  from  Ste.  Anne  des  Monts,  is 
supplied  with  stores  and  saw  mills. 

Riviere    Claude,  contains  grist  as  well  as  saw  mills  and  stores, 
Mont  Louis,  19  miles  from  Riviere  a  Claude,  contains  saw  and 
grist  mills  and  tliree  stores. 

CiAsi'E  is  a  place  of  considerable  importance,  both  as  a  business 
centre  ami  as  a  summer  resort.     It  is  the  seat  of  extensive  fisheries  of 
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